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One important way that I engage with students through our course and outside of the classroom 
is by maintaining an active Facebook page just for students, which I populate with news stories, 
extra credit opportunities, news around campus, and photos of our learning. Whenever there is a 
particularly grim news week or I know students are stressing about finals, I make sure I send out 
upbeat messages or even humorous memes. It’s also a repository for regulatory and policy 
updates or climate change, environmental disaster, or science news. It is also one more forum in 
which I can share important Mason resources and mental health outreach as well, and the site 
serves as a reminder that I am tangible and reachable outside of the classroom.  
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