Using Infographics to Support Student Learning

Ariel M. Goldenthal, English

When looking for a way to introduce students to the class or to a new concept, skill, or idea,
readings and text-based resources are often the most readily available, but infographics, whether
simple or complex, can help students learn in new ways and offer multiple and varied entry

points into the course material.

I use visuals in a variety of different ways in my classes. I’ve included three examples, ranging in

topic and detail, that I share with my English 302 students throughout the semester.

Figure 1:

This first infographic is perhaps the simplest in structure but the most useful to orient students to
the course expectations. Explaining not only the types of work that students will have to do in
this course but also when they are expected to this work means that they can create a schedule
that works for them. Listing the expectations in a visually appealing format makes students more
likely to engage with it as they can easily see the distinct days of the week.

ENGH 302 WEEKLY

SCHEDULE .

Research has found that students succeed in online courses by engaging .
with the material throughout the week. Below, you'll find a recommended
schedule, though it's important to be self-reflective and learn what works .
for you!
-
monday

e Submit low-stakes assignment by 11:59PM EST
e Make a plan for your week: What are your personal learning goals?

tuesday
¢ Complete synchronous activities during the live class
o Reflect on the live class - What did you learn and how can you apply what you
learned to your major assignments?

wednesday
¢ Begin to read and engage with the material that is due on Thursday
« Consider your course progress, check in with your learning, and if you have
questions, come to student drop-in hours or talk with your classmates

thursday
e Submit low-stakes assignment by 11:59PM EST
o Take the next steps for your major assignment - Depending on the week, this may
include brainstorming, researching, drafting, or revising

[ ] friday
. e Complete the assigned readings and activities that are due on Monday
’ o Continue working on your major assignments
‘ o Reflect on the week, what you learned, and what you plan to work on next week
. .
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Figure 1, a weekly overview of my English 302 class

Figure 2:

When students in a new semester struggle
with a concept that previous students
didn’t find as challenging, I find that
creating a visual aid helps to clarify
things. This second example, focused on
academic discipline, is one I created
relatively quickly when it became clear
that students needed an additional
resource.
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Figure 2, concentric circles covering discourse community,
major, and academic discipline



Figure 3:

The final sample infographic is one that I
developed to teach one of the most complicated
skills that we ask of students: Synthesizing

SYNTHESIS

Bringing together different things to
make something new

sources. In contrast to the shorter infographic METHODS OF SYNTHESIZING
that I created rapidly in response to student SMOUBGES
. .o P  lllustrate an example « Compare and contrast
need, this synthesis infographic is one that I « Theory and application o Findings/conclusions
. « Building layers of o Research methods
created and tweaked over multiple semesters. understanding > Publication date

o Publication type

This complex infographic covers multiple
aspects of synthesis using visuals, icons, and SYNTHESIS IS LIKE BAKING
short text to explain the concept. The idea came
from mini-lecture I used to give students in

which I described the process of synthesizing %%

sources as the method of baking chocolate chip %t% Q bl
cookies. After a few semesters of the same : k@ ’ '
simile, I supplemented it with a visual that I L ) V

then expanded into this more detailed
infographic, which gives an overview of not Which sources mix
only the steps to synthesizing sources, but also well together?

the thinking behind it.

In what order will you
mix the sources
together?

While I do occasionally record videos or
otherwise talk with my students about the
infographics that I create, my goal is for them to
stand on their own so students can reference
them later in the semester, further supporting
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Figure 3, a description of synthesizing sources



