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Universal Design 



Universal Design 
in Architecture



Universal Design 
for Learning

• Application of universal design concepts to education 
so that the curriculum can be accessed without the 
need for specialized modifications and adaptations for 
particular students.



UDL Principles

• Multiple Means of Representation

– Content is represented in varied and flexible ways to 
learners.

• Multiple Means of Expression

– Learners express what they know and can do with 
the content in varied and flexible ways.

• Multiple Means of Engagement

– Learners engage in learning and practicing the 
content in varied and flexible ways.



Multiple Means of Representation



What does it mean?

• Provide options for 
perception

• Provide options for language, 
mathematical expression, and 
symbols

• Provide options for 
comprehension



Lecture
A man standing in front of a classroom.

Video

A woman running towards a 
monitor.

Audio

A black Ipod.

Digital Materials

A Kindle, a digital book.

Readings

A group of women having a discussion.
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Introduction to the Module



Multiple Formats for 
Video Presentations



Screenchomp

http://www.screenchomp.com/t/lviTCMs5lcg9
http://www.screenchomp.com/t/lviTCMs5lcg9
http://www.screenchomp.com/t/IdDrccaP
http://www.screenchomp.com/t/IdDrccaP
http://www.screenchomp.com/t/gMDeqrOH7Q
http://www.screenchomp.com/t/gMDeqrOH7Q


Multiple Means of Action/Expression



What does it mean?

• Provide options for physical 
action

• Provide options for expression 
and communication

• Provide options for executive 
functions



Written Presentation: For those 
who want a more traditional 
learning experience.

Oral Presentation: Ex. Using 
Elluminate, Wimba, or other 
educational software. 

PowerPoint Project: Presentations 
can be done face-to-face or at a 
distance either synchronously or 
asynchronously.Movie Maker on PC; 

iMovie on Mac.

Voicethread: 
Collaboration with video 
recordings   
http://voicethread.com/

YouTube Video: A student 
can create a video, upload 
it to YouTube, caption it, 
then provide the link or 
post it.

YouTube Video

Voicethread

Movie Maker/ 
iMovie

PPT Project

Oral Presentation

Written Presentation

A head with arrows depicting many choices for 
assignment delivery.
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Multiple Means of Action and 
Expression

Blogs and Vlogs

Written of video reflections

From www.ist.hawaii.edu

http://voicethread.com/
http://www.ist.hawaii.edu/




Glogster

http://edu.glogster.com/glog/F2kPeAlsOARBlRRVNNaU:6jdpisiu9n7hdrji15dv29l
http://edu.glogster.com/glog/F2kPeAlsOARBlRRVNNaU:6jdpisiu9n7hdrji15dv29l


Popplet OR Read & Write Fact Mapper

http://popplet.com/app/#/2668084
http://popplet.com/app/#/2668084


Multiple Means of Engagement



What does it mean?

• Provide options for recruiting 
interest

• Provide options for sustaining 
effort and persistence

• Provide options for self-
regulation



Discussion 
Boards
• Provide options for recruiting interest

– Written, audio, video responses

– Discussions topics applicable to students (e.g., video 
introductions)

• Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence

– Clear goals and directions in multiple formats

– Multiple options to respond to

– Limit discussions to just a few a semester

• Provide options for self-regulation

– Providing rubric

– Troubleshooting



Video Feedback



Self-Regulation

• Transcript: Self-regulation is very important, especially in online courses. You can 
help students organize their tasks for the week. I usually post (a) a table outlining 
all readings and activities, (b) avatar that briefly highlights the most important 
parts in the module, as well as (c) Are you on track? checklist, that students can 
download and check off what they have already done.

http://www.voki.com/pickup.php?scid=11253133&height=267&width=200
http://www.voki.com/pickup.php?scid=11253133&height=267&width=200


UDL All Around

• Multiple means of representation
– Provide options for comprehension (e.g., highlight critical features, big ideas)

• Multiple means of action/expression
– Provide options for executive functions (e.g., guide goal setting)

• Multiple means of engagement
– Provide options for recruiting interest (e.g., optimize relevance, value, and 

authenticity



1. Class Climate

2. Interaction

3. Physical environments and products

4. Delivery methods

5. Information resources and 
technology

6. Feedback

7. Assessment

8. Accommodation

Universal Design of Instruction (UDI)


